
 

 
Dear Directors, District and Sub Branch Presidents and District Secretaries 
 
As you may recall, two skills-based Board Director positions are open for election at the Annual General Meeting 
of RSL Queensland on 22 June 2024. A call for nominations for the two Board Director positions was distributed 
to members as required under the Constitution and By-Laws on 22 January 2024 and two nominations have been 
subsequently received (i.e., one nomination for each of the positions) 

 
The RSL Queensland By-Laws require all District and Sub Branches to be provided with a list of nominations 
received, at least one month prior to the AGM. The nominations received were from each of the Directors currently 
holding the Board Director positions open for election, whose details are contained in the attached nomination 
forms. 
 
As the two Board Director positions are uncontested, the RSL Queensland By-Laws provide that no vote is 
required, and that the Chair is to declare that the candidates (being the Directors currently holding these positions) 
are duly elected at the AGM.  

Please disseminate this information to your members. 

Yours sincerely 
Returned & Services League of Australia (Queensland Branch) 

 

Hayley Stephens 
Company Secretary 
3 May 2024 

 

To: RSL Queensland Directors 
District Presidents, District Secretaries 
Sub Branch Presidents, Sub Branch Secretaries 
 

Re: Nominations for two skills-based Board Director positions 

Date: 3 May 2024 

















 

 

Curriculum Vitae 
 

Nicholas Gould 
 

 
 

With over a decade of corporate experience, Nicholas is an experienced executive serving on both corporate 
and not-for-profit boards as well as executive leadership roles. As a practicing principal solicitor and an 
experienced business leader, Nicholas brings a unique value proposition to any organisation. Further, as a 
current Director of RSL Queensland as well as the Chair of the RSL Queensland Audit and Risk Committee, 
Nicholas brings a great deal of knowledge and experience into the strategic leadership of both private and 
not-for-profit organisations. 

Nicholas has extensive knowledge of organisational operations, legal and commercial management as well as 
enterprise risk management. He spent the formative years of his career as a Specialist Intelligence Officer in 
the Australian Army, before moving into private enterprise in the legal and professional services sector at GKS 
Law, McCullough Robertson Lawyers, KPMG and Downer; followed by time abroad as a risk and governance 
adviser with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) at the Australian embassy in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. Nicholas now runs his own law firm, specialising in property law as well as being the co-founder 
and Director of Protegas Australia, a veteran owned intelligence consulting firm based in Brisbane. 

Nicholas excels at developing professional relationships with both internal and external stakeholders to deliver 
high quality outcomes. Nicholas has a passion for the advocacy for veterans and their families through his role 
as a Director of a RSL Queensland and through the corporate support and donations to organisations such as 
SoldierOn and Legacy.  

In his spare time, Nicholas enjoys spending time with his wife and children who call Brisbane home.  

 
 
 
 

Australian Army  

 2006 -2015 

 Royal Australian Infantry Corps  

 Australian Intelligence Corps 

 Afghanistan 2011/2013 
 



 

 

Qualifications 

 Graduate Certificate in Intelligence – Queensland University of Technology 

 Bachelor of Laws – University of Southern Queensland 

 Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice –College of Law Queensland 

 Certificate of Governance and Risk Management – Governance Institute of Australia 

 Member – Australian Institute of Company Directors. 

Admission 

 Lawyer - Queensland Supreme Court  

 Lawyer - High Court of Australia 

Employment History 
Returned and Services League Queensland State Branch 

Title: Board Director and Chair (Audit and Risk Committee) 

Start/End Dates: November 2022 - Present 

 

Colwell Legal Pty Ltd (Colwell Conveyancing Group) 

Title: Managing Director & Legal Practice Director 

Start/End Dates: March 2022 - Present 
 

Gaythorne Returned and Services League Sub-Branch 

Title: Board Director 

Start/End Dates: September 2021 – November 2022 

 

Protegas Australia Pty Ltd 

Title: Co-Founder and Director 

Start/End Dates: July 2020 - Present 

 

GKS Law 

Title: Solicitor & Commercial Team Lead 

Start/End Dates: July 2021 – March 2022 

 

McCullough Robertson Lawyers 

Title: Associate Director - Commercial 

Start/End Dates: March 2020 – July 2021 



 

 

Downer Professional Services 

Title: Manager 

Start/End Dates: January 2019 – March 2020  

HART International 

Title: Risk and Governance Adviser (Australian Embassy Jakarta, Indonesia)  

Start/End Dates: August 2017- February 2019 

KPMG 

Title: Management Consultant – Defence and National Security 

Start/End Dates: September 2015 – August 2017  

Australian Army 

Title: Specialist Intelligence Officer 

Start/End Dates: July 2008 – February 2015  




